
N E W  I T E M S  L I S T

June 2022



New Items List

New Fiction
The Good Mother
by Rae Cairns

Sarah Calhoun is a regular Sydney soccer mum, but she's keeping terrifying
secrets from everyone she loves . . . and her past is about to catch up with
her. When two men from Northern Ireland hunt her down, she's forced to
return to Belfast to testify at a murder trial. Caught in the crossfire of an
obsessive policeman driven by a disturbing past, and a brutal IRA
executioner, Sarah faces an impossible choice: lie and allow a killer to walk
free, or tell the truth and place her children in the line of fire. With her family
and innocent people at risk, Sarah must find the courage to fight for the truth.
But righting the wrongs of the past just might cost her everything . . .

Portrait of a Thief
by Grace D. Li

Will Chen, a Chinese American art history student at Harvard, has spent most
of his life learning about the West - its art, its culture, all that it has taken and
called its own. He believes art belongs with its creators, so when a Chinese
corporation offers him a (highly illegal) chance to reclaim five priceless
sculptures, it's surprisingly easy to say yes. Will's crew, fellow students
chosen out of his boundless optimism for their skills and loyalty, aren't exactly
experienced criminals.

Here Goes Nothing
by Steve Toltz

Angus is a reformed ne’er-do-well looking forward to the birth of his first child
when he’s murdered by a man who is in love with his pregnant wife Gracie.
Having never believed in God, heaven or hell, Angus finds himself in the
afterlife – a place that provides more questions than answers. As a worldwide
pandemic finally reaches the shores of Australia, the afterlife starts to get very
crowded and Angus finds a way to reconnect with his wife Gracie and maybe
even seek revenge on his murderer…
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Peach Blossom Spring
by Melissa Fu

It is 1938 in China, and the Japanese are advancing. A young mother, Meilin,
is forced to flee her burning city with her four-year-old son, Renshu, and
embark on an epic journey across China. For comfort, they turn to their most
treasured possession - a beautifully illustrated hand scroll. Its ancient fables
offer solace and wisdom as they travel through their ravaged country, seeking
refuge. Years later, Renshu has settled in America as Henry Dao. His
daughter is desperate to understand her heritage, but he refuses to talk about
his childhood. How can he keep his family safe in this new land when the
weight of his history threatens to drag them down?

Everyone in My Family Has Killed Someone
by Benjamin Stevenson

I was dreading the Cunningham family reunion even before the first murder.
Before the storm stranded us at the mountain resort, snow and bodies piling
up. The thing is, us Cunninghams don’t really get along. We’ve only got one
thing in common: we’ve all killed someone. My brother. My step-sister. My
wife. My father. My mother. My sister-in-law. My uncle. My stepfather. My
aunt. Me.

Dead Man's Grave
by Neil Lancaster

This grave can never be opened. The head of Scotland’s most powerful crime
family is brutally murdered, his body dumped inside an ancient grave in a
remote cemetery. This murder can never be forgotten. Detectives Max
Craigie and Janie Calder arrive at the scene, a small town where everyone
has secrets to hide. They soon realise this murder is part of a blood feud
between two Scottish families that stretches back to the 1800s. One thing’s
for certain: it might be the latest killing, but it won’t be the last…
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Remember My Name
by Sam Blake

When Cressida Howard catches her entrepreneur husband playing away
from home, she hires security expert Brioni O'Brien to get the evidence she
needs for a speedy and financially rewarding divorce. But what Brioni
uncovers goes beyond simple infidelity. Because Laurence Howard is also in
bed with some very dangerous people. Bribery and blackmail are the least of
his worries as someone comes after the women in his life - someone who is
out to destroy Laurence and his empire, whatever the cost. And Cressida and
her teenage daughter could soon be collateral damage, if she and Brioni don't
act fast.

At the Table
by Claire Powell

To Nicole and Jamie Maguire, their parents seem the ideal couple - a
suburban double act, happily married for more than thirty years. So when
Linda and Gerry announce that they've decided to separate, the news sends
shockwaves through the siblings' lives, forcing them to confront their own
expectations and desires. Hardworking - and hard-drinking - Nicole pursues
the ex she unceremoniously dumped six years ago, while people-pleasing
Jamie fears he's sleepwalking into a marriage he doesn't actually want. 

The Natural History of Love
by Caroline Petit

When Melbourne lawyer Nathan Smithson takes on the case of mad, wealthy
Edward Fonceca's inheritance trial against his ruthless brother in 1902, he
must unearth long-buried family secrets to have any chance of winning.
Brazil, 1852: Francois, the Count de Castelnau and French Consul to Bahia
falls dangerously ill on a naturalist expedition and is delivered by a Tupi
Indian to the Fonceca household. Carolina Fonceca is 16 years old and
longing to leave the confines of her family's remote Brazilian sugar plantation.
With a head full of Balzac and dreams of Parisian life, she is instantly
beguiled by the middle-aged Frenchman. What Carolina doesn't know is that
Francois has a wife and son back in France. 
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In Deep Water
by Christobel Kent

Sukie has had enough of not putting herself out there. She has had enough of
her mother thinking so very little of her timid daughter. On a whim, she
accepts an offer to go to a Greek island for the weekend with Jake, a man
she has barely begun dating. If that isn't putting herself out here, she doesn't
know what is. Heather is at the airport when she sees a young woman with
an older man - and immediately she understands that the woman is in
danger. Because in fifteen years, Heather hasn't been able to forget what
Jake did to her. And the next thing she knows, she's buying a plane ticket and
following them.

Wake
by Shelley Burr

The small town of Nannine lies in the harsh red interior of New South Wales.
Once a thriving outback centre, years of punishing drought have whittled it
down to no more than a couple of pubs and a police station. And its one
sinister claim to fame: the still-unsolved disappearance of Evelyn McCreery
nineteen years ago from the bedroom she shared with her twin sister. Mina
McCreery's life has been defined by the intense and ongoing public interest in
her sister's case. Now an anxious and reclusive adult, Mina lives alone on her
family's sunbaked destocked sheep farm. The million-dollar reward her
mother established to solve the disappearance has never been paid out.

The Improbable Life of Ricky Bird
by Diane Connell

Ricky Bird loves making up stories for her brother Ollie almost as much as
she loves him. The imaginary worlds she creates are wild and whimsical
places full of unlimited possibilities. Real life is another story. Ricky's father
has abandoned them and the family has moved to a bleak new
neighbourhood. Worse still, her mother's new boyfriend, Dan, has come with
the furniture. But Ricky Bird is a force to be reckoned with. As the mastermind
of so many outlandish adventures, her imagination is her best weapon. As
her father used to say, if you can spin a good yarn you can get on in life. The
trouble is that in the best stories characters sometimes take on a life of their
own and no one, not even Ricky, is able to imagine the consequences.
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New DVDs

Plants live secret, unseen lives. Using

specialist cameras, this spectacular series

allows us to travel beyond the power of the

human eye, to look closer at their

interconnected world, showcasing over two

decades of new discoveries.

Spider-man No
Way Home

Gasoline Alley

Chucky: Season
One

Life

Nightmare Alley Belfast House of Gucci West Side Story

The Green Planet
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Latest Release Bestsellers
The Murder Rule
by Dervla McTiernan

They think I'm a young, idealistic law student, that I'm passionate about
reforming a corrupt and brutal system.
They think I'm working hard to impress them.
They think I'm here to save an innocent man on death row.
They're wrong. I'm going to bury him.

A Stone's Throw
by Karly Lane

When a drought dries up the contents of a dam on her uncle's property,
investigative journalist Phillipa 'Pip' Davenport is astonished at what she
finds. On a deadline and with a severe case of writers' block, Pip turns away
from her immediate interest in the waterhole's contents. However, the
universe and her neighbour seem to have other ideas. And then there's the
mysterious detective assigned to the case who Pip is beginning to find very
distracting. 

City on Fire
by Don Winslow

Two criminal empires together control all of New England. Until a beautiful
modern-day Helen of Troy comes between the Irish and the Italians,
launching a war that will see them kill each other, destroy an alliance, and set
a city on fire. Danny Ryan yearns for a more 'legit' life and a place in the sun.
But as the bloody conflict stacks body on body and brother turns against
brother, Danny has to rise above himself. To save the friends he loves like
family and the family he has sworn to protect, he becomes a leader, a
ruthless strategist, and a master of a treacherous game in which the winners
live and the losers die.
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Elizabeth of York: The Last White Rose
by Alison Weir

Eldest daughter of the royal House of York, Elizabeth dreams of a crown to
call her own. But when her beloved father, King Edward, dies suddenly, her
destiny is rewritten. Her family's enemies close in. Two young princes are
murdered in the Tower. Then her uncle seizes power - and vows to make
Elizabeth his queen. But another claimant seeks the throne, the upstart son of
the rival royal House of Lancaster. Marriage to this Henry Tudor would unite
the white rose of York and the red of Lancaster - and change everything.

The Truth About Faking it
by Cassie Hamer

The Trainor women have always been excellent at hiding their true feelings...
until now. Ellen's estranged husband, David, has managed to interrupt her
fabulous life of bridge and zumba by getting himself killed in a Thai boating
accident. She's hardly surprised. It's simply the final in a long line of mistakes,
the first was leaving her to go on a worldwide sailing trip with his mysterious,
long-lost brother. Ah, well. At least she's now free to marry her rich but dull
boyfriend, Kenneth. 

Bad Actors
by Mick Herron

In London’s MI5 headquarters a scandal is brewing that could disgrace the
entire intelligence community. The Downing Street superforecaster—a
specialist who advises the Prime Minister’s office on how policy is likely to be
received by the electorate—has disappeared without a trace. Claude Whelan,
who was once head of MI5, has been tasked with tracking her down. But the
trail leads him straight back to Regent’s Park itself, with First Desk Diana
Taverner as chief suspect. Has Taverner overplayed her hand at last?
Meanwhile, her Russian counterpart, Moscow intelligence’s First Desk, has
cheekily showed up in London and shaken off his escort. Are the two
unfortunate events connected?
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Kingdom of Bones
by James Rollins

A United Nations relief team in a small village in the Congo makes an
alarming discovery. An unknown force is leveling the evolutionary playing
field. Men, women, and children have been reduced to a dull, catatonic state.
The environment surrounding them—plants and animals—has grown more
cunning and predatory, evolving at an exponential pace. The insidious
phenomenon is spreading from a cursed site in the jungle — known to locals
as the Kingdom of Bones —and sweeping across Africa, threatening the rest
of the world.

Overboard
by Sara Paretsky

On her way home from an all-night surveillance job, V.I. Warshawski's dogs
lead her on a mad chase that ends when they find a badly injured teen hiding
in the rocks along Lake Michigan. The girl only regains consciousness long
enough to utter one enigmatic word. V.I. helps bring her to a hospital, but not
long after, she vanishes before anyone can discover her identity. As V.I.
attempts to find her, the detective uncovers an ugly consortium of Chicago
power brokers and mobsters who are prepared to kill the girl before VI can
save her. And soon it becomes clear that V.I.'s own life is in jeopardy as well.

The German Wife
by Kelly Rimmer

Berlin, 1934. Sofie Rhodes is the aristocratic wife of a scientist whose post-
WWI fortunes change for the better when her husband, Jurgen, is recruited
for Hitler's new rocket project. But too late they realise the Nazis' plans to
weaponise Jurgen's technology as they begin to wage war against the rest of
Europe. Alabama, 1949 Jurgen is one of hundreds of Nazi scientists offered
pardons and taken to the US to work for the CIA's fledgling space program.
Sofie, now the mother of four, misses Germany terribly and struggles to fit in
among the other NASA wives.
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The Sustainable Kitchen
by The Australian Women's Weekly

Learning how to buy, cook and eat sustainably at home has become of
greater concern because of our changing environment. We all want to do our
part for the greater good. Here we've collected clever zero-waste and
environmentally conscious recipes, with tips for sustainable storage methods,
how to minimise kitchen wastage, buy seasonally and make better ethical and
organic shopping choices. By taking personal responsibility of how we farm,
buy and cook food, we can take back the power and help protect the future of
our planet.

Unknown: A Refugee's Story
by Akuch Kuol Anyieth

In 1996, when Akuch Kuol Anyieth is five, her mother flees to Kakuma with
her children, intent on finding safety and freedom for her family, while her
husband stays behind in South Sudan to fight in the civil war. The family
spends nine years in the camp, eking out an existence amidst famine,
disease, unbearable heat, and chronic violence. Despite their suffering,
Akuch never loses hope or her sense of humour. She’s a bright student who
loves learning and does well at the local school.

Around the Kitchen Table
by Sophie Hansen & Annie Herron

Around The Kitchen Table is an invitation to pause our busy lives - even for
half an hour - and cook, create or make something good every day. Written
by food writer Sophie Hansen and her mum, art teacher Annie Herron, it
celebrates the joy and sense of satisfaction that comes with preparing a
simple meal to share, pencilling a sketch or making a jar of jam to give as a
gift. Organised into seasons, each chapter is packed with inspiration and
encouragement, including bright spring lunches and easy preserves, how to
start and finish a watercolour painting at the beach (or anywhere!), generous
picnics for summer days, the joy of Christmas baking and craft, cosy suppers,
autumn sketching adventures and slow cooking and drawing games for cold
winter afternoons.
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Creative Drawing
by Ann Victoria Calderon

Learn simple step-by-step techniques for drawing and embellishing the
exciting, inspiring, and beautiful motifs of sacred geometry. In Symbols and
Sacred Geometry (Creative Drawing), artist, instructor, and author Ana
Victoria Calderon takes you on an inner voyage of creative discovery.

The Widow of Walcha
by Emma Partridge

The Widow of Walcha is a shocking true story about death, love and lies in
the small NSW town of Walcha. All farmer Mathew Dunbar ever wanted was
to find love and have a family of his own. That’s why, just months after
meeting Natasha Darcy, the much-loved grazier didn’t hesitate to sign over
his multi-million-dollar estate to her. When Mathew died in an apparent
suicide soon afterwards, in a stranger-than-fiction twist, Natasha's estranged
husband – who she was once charged with trying to kill – was the first
paramedic on the scene after the murder.

Bedtime Stories
by Chloe Hooper

When Chloe Hooper’s partner is diagnosed with a rare and aggressive
illness, she has to find a way to tell their two young sons. By instinct, she
turns to the bookshelf. Can the news be broken as a bedtime tale? Is there a
perfect book to prepare children for loss? Hooper embarks on a quest to find
what practical lessons children’s literature—with its innocent orphans and evil
adults, magic, monsters and anthropomorphic animals—can teach about grief
and resilience in real life.
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Out of the Box
by Isabelle Silbery

You know them as Isabelle, Kerry and Emmie Silbery from Foxtel’s and
Channel 10’s series Gogglebox, in which they share their thoughts on the
week’s TV highlights, and also show what a supportive and loving family they
are. In Out of the Box, these strong, independent women open up like never
before, sharing intensely personal stories and considered opinions on the
female experience – which has changed enormously during their lifetimes.
Motherhood, infidelity, grief, money, feminism, body hair … no topic is off
limits. This book will inspire mothers and daughters to start talking and
sharing, and having those conversations that will bring them closer together.

The Healthy Baker
by Sophia Young

While it may sound contradictory that bakery favourites can also be healthy
(well, not too unhealthy anyway), it is possible. These recipes use nutritionally
beneficial ingredients such as whole grains, seeds, nuts, fruits and a host of
other 'better-for-you' alternatives, to create incredible guilt-free breads, cakes
and pastries to rival any indulgent dessert. So if you're conscious of what you
eat, but still love a baked treat, then this book is for you.

Lisa: A Memoir - 60 Years of Life, Love and Loss
by Lisa Curry

Triple Olympian and wellness entrepreneur Lisa Curry has lived her life in the
public eye for six decades. In this very personal memoir, she shares the
untold story of being Lisa. A swimming prodigy who became one of
Australia's first fitness entrepreneurs, Lisa Curry swam to Olympic fame in the
'80s and '90s. With celerity and celebrity, she became in equal parts the
darling of women's magazines and tabloid fodder, until, at 58, a family
tragedy nearly consumed her. From the golden girl of Australian swimming to
a 'super mum' and now a proud grannie, Lisa Curry has a powerful story to
tell of endurance and enduring.
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What Staff Are Reading
Anne is reading
Stoner by John Williams

William Stoner enters the University of Missouri at nineteen to study
agriculture. A seminar on English literature changes his life, and he never
returns to work on his father's farm. Stoner becomes a teacher. He marries
the wrong woman. His life is quiet, and after his death, his colleagues
remember him rarely. Yet with truthfulness, compassion and intense power,
this novel uncovers a story of universal value - of the conflicts, defeats and
victories of the human race that pass unrecorded by history - and in doing so
reclaims the significance of an individual life.

Amanda is reading
Chronicles From the Land of the Happiest People on Earth by Wole Soyinka

In an imaginary Nigeria, a cunning entrepreneur is selling body parts stolen
from Dr. Menka’s hospital for use in ritualistic practices. Dr. Menka shares the
grisly news with his oldest college friend, bon viveur, star engineer, and
Yoruba royal, Duyole Pitan-Payne. The life of every party, Duyole is about to
assume a prestigious post at the United Nations in New York, but it now
seems that someone is determined that he not make it there. And neither Dr.
Menka nor Duyole knows why, or how close the enemy is, or how powerful.

Jo is reading
Phosphorescence by Julia Baird

Over the last decade, we have become better at knowing what brings us
contentment, well-being and joy. We know, for example, that there are a few
core truths to science of happiness. We know that being kind and altruistic
makes us happy, that turning off devices, talking to people, forging
relationships, living with meaning and delving into the concerns of others offer
our best chance at achieving happiness. But how do we retain happiness? It
often slips out of our hands as quickly as we find it. So, when we are exposed
to, or learn, good things, how do we continue to burn with them?
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Marina is reading
The Hour of the Witch by Chris Bohjalian

A young Puritan woman—faithful, resourceful, but afraid of the demons that
dog her soul—plots her escape from a violent marriage in this riveting and
propulsive novel of historical suspense. Boston, 1662. Mary Deerfield is
twenty-four-years-old. Her skin is porcelain, her eyes delft blue, and in
England she might have had many suitors. But here in the New World, amid
this community of saints, Mary is the second wife of Thomas Deerfield, a man
as cruel as he is powerful. When Thomas, prone to drunken rage, drives a
three-tined fork into the back of Mary’s hand, she resolves that she must
divorce him to save her life.

Claire is reading 
The Metal Heart by Caroline Lea

Orkney, 1940. On a remote island, a prisoner-of-war camp is constructed to
house five hundred Italian soldiers, where a freezing winter and divided
community await them. Orphaned sisters Dorothy and Constance volunteer to
nurse the men. Dot is drawn to Cesare, a young man fighting on the wrong
side, broken by war and destruction. The soldiers spend their days building a
secret barricade between the islands. By night, however, they construct a
reminder of their native land - an exquisite chapel.

Ingrid is reading
Do Something for Nothing by Joshua Coombes

In 2015, while working at a London hair salon, Joshua Coombes took to the
streets with his scissors to build relationships with people sleeping rough in
the capital, and began posting transformative images on social media to
amplify their voices. These stories resonated and thousands of people got
involved in their own way. From this, #DoSomethingForNothing was born - a
movement that encourages people to contribute their skills and time to those
who need it. This book explores themes of love, acceptance, shame and
perseverance, while inviting us to see ourselves in one another and challenge
the negative stigmas surrounding homelessness. 
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Jessie is reading
Before You Knew My Name by Jacqueline Bublitz

This is not just another novel about a dead girl. When she arrived in New
York on her 18th birthday carrying nothing but $600 cash and a stolen
camera, Alice Lee was looking for a fresh start. Now, just one month later,
she is the city's latest Jane Doe, an unidentified murder victim. Ruby Jones is
also trying to start over; she travelled halfway around the world only to find
herself lonelier than ever. Until she finds Alice's body by the Hudson River.
From this first, devastating encounter, the two women form an unbreakable
bond. Alice is sure that Ruby is the key to solving the mystery of her life - and
death.

Jann is reading
The Younger Wife by Sally Hepworth

Tully and Rachel are murderous when they discover their father has a new
girlfriend. The fact that Heather is half his age isn't even the most shocking
part. Stephen is still married to their mother, who is in a care facility with end-
stage Alzheimer's disease. Heather knows she has an uphill battle to win
Tully and Rachel over, while carrying the burden of the secrets of her past.
But, as it turns out, they are all hiding something. The announcement of
Stephen and Heather's engagement threatens to set off a family implosion,
with old wounds and dark secrets finally being forced to the surface.

Shana is reading
Verity by Colleen Hoover

Lowen Ashleigh is a struggling writer on the brink of financial ruin when she
accepts the job offer of a lifetime. Jeremy Crawford, husband of bestselling
author Verity Crawford, has hired Lowen to complete the remaining books in
a successful series his injured wife is unable to finish. Lowen arrives at the
Crawford home, ready to sort through years of Verity's notes and outlines,
hoping to find enough material to get her started. What Lowen doesn't expect
to uncover in the chaotic office is an unfinished autobiography Verity never
intended for anyone to read. Page after page of bone-chilling admissions,
including Verity's recollection of the night their family was forever altered.
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