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New Items List

New Fiction
The Maid
by Nita Prose

Molly the maid is all alone in the world. A nobody. She’s used to being
invisible in her job at the Regency Grand Hotel, plumping pillows and wiping
away the grime, dust and secrets of the guests passing through. She’s just a
maid – why should anyone take notice? But Molly is thrown into the spotlight
when she discovers an infamous guest, Mr Black, very dead in his bed. This
isn’t a mess that can be easily cleaned up. And as Molly becomes embroiled
in the hunt for the truth, following the clues whispering in the hallways of the
Regency Grand, she discovers a power she never knew was there. She’s just
a maid – but what can she see that others overlook?

Breaking Point
by Edel Coffey

Susannah has two beautiful daughters, a high-flying medical career, a
successful husband and an enviable life. Her hair is glossy, her clothes are
expensive; she truly has it all. But when - on the hottest day of the year - her
strict morning routine is disrupted, Susannah finds herself running on
autopilot. It is hours before she realises she has made a devastating mistake.
Her baby, Louise, is still in the backseat of the car and it is too late to save
her. As the press close in around her, Susannah is put on trial for negligence.
It is plain to see that this is not a trial, it's a witch hunt. But what will the court
say?

The Paris Bookseller
by Kerri Maher

Young, bookish Sylvia Beach knows there is no greater city in the world than
Paris. But when she opens an English-language bookshop on the bohemian
Left Bank, Sylvia can't yet know she is making history. Many leading writers
of the day, from Ernest Hemingway to Gertrude Stein, consider Shakespeare
and Company a second home. Here some of the most profound literary
friendships blossom - and none more so than between James Joyce and
Sylvia herself. When Joyce's controversial novel Ulysses is banned, Sylvia
determines to publish it through Shakespeare and Company. But the success
and notoriety of publishing the most infamous book of the century comes at
deep personal cost as Sylvia risks ruin, reputation and her heart in the name
of the life-changing power of books...
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New Fiction
Echo
by Thomas Olde Heuvelt

When climber Nick Grevers is brought down from the mountains after a
terrible accident he has lost his looks, his hopes and his climbing companion.
His account of what happened on the forbidden peak of the Maudit is garbled,
almost hallucinogenic. Soon it becomes apparent more than his shattered
body has returned: those that treat his disfigured face begin experiencing
extraordinary and disturbing psychic events that suggest that Nick has
unleashed some ancient and primal menace on his ill-fated expedition. 

The Furies
by Mandy Beaumont

Cynthia was just about to turn sixteen when the unthinkable happened. Her
mother was taken away by the police, and her father left without a word three
months later. After that night, Cynthia began to walk in slow circles outside
the family home looking for traces of her sister Mallory - she's sure that she
must be somewhere else now, wherever that is. Cynthia knows that she
doesn't belong here. Her mother never belonged here either. This is the place
of violence. Despair. The long dry. Blood caked under the nails. Desperate
men. Long silences. The place where mothers go mad in locked bedrooms,
where women like Cynthia imagine better futures.

The Torrent
by Dinuka McKenzie

In Northern New South Wales, heavily pregnant and a week away from
maternity leave, Detective Sergeant Kate Miles is exhausted and counting
down the days. But a violent hold-up at a local fast-food restaurant with
unsettling connections to her own past, means that her final days will be
anything but straightforward. When a second case is dumped on her lap, the
closed case of man drowned in recent summer floods, what begins as a
simple informal review quickly grows into something more complicated. Kate
can either write the report that's expected of her or investigate the case the
way she wants to. 
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New Fiction
Wild Dogs
by Michael Trant

In the drought-ridden rangelands of Western Australia, Gabe Ahern makes
his living trapping wild dogs for local station owners. Still coming to terms with
his wife’s death – and the part he played in it – the old bushman leads a
solitary life. Until one morning, when he rescues a young Afghan man, Amin,
from certain execution. Now, with a gang of people smugglers on his tail and
the lives of Amin's family on the line, Gabe is drawn into a ruthless game of
cat and mouse. His main opponent is Chase Fowler, a kangaroo hunter with
bush skills as wily and sharp as his own. As the old dogger and roo-shooter
go head to head, Gabe will need all his cunning to come out of this alive…

The Christie Affair
by Nina de Gramont

Agatha Christie's world is one of glamorous society parties, country house
weekends, and growing literary fame. Nan O'Dea's world is something very
different. Her attempts to escape a tough London upbringing during the Great
War led to a life in Ireland marred by a hidden tragedy. After fighting her way
back to England, she's set her sights on Agatha. Because Agatha Christie
has something Nan wants. And it's not just her husband. Despite their
differences, the two women will become the most unlikely of allies. And
during the mysterious eleven days that Agatha goes missing, they will unravel
a dark secret that only Nan holds the key to . . .

The Fields
by Erin Young

It starts with a body-a young woman found dead in an Iowa cornfield, on one
of the few family farms still managing to compete with the giants of Big
Agriculture. For Sergeant Riley Fisher, newly promoted to head of
investigations at the Black Hawk County Sheriff's Office, an already horrific
crime takes on a personal edge when she discovers the victim is an old
friend, from a dark past she thought she'd left behind. Rumour travels fast in
small towns, while sweltering heat and state-wide elections only add to the
pressure-cooker atmosphere. When another body is found, Riley is in danger
of being engulfed by the fear and the frenzy. 
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New Fiction
The Herd
by Emily Edwards

Elizabeth and Bryony are polar opposites but their unexpected friendship has
always worked. They're the best of friends, and godmothers to each other's
daughters - because they trust that the safety of their children is both of their
top priority. But what if their choice could harm your own child? Little do they
know that they differ over one very important issue. And when Bryony, afraid
of being judged, tells what is supposed to be a harmless white lie before a
child's birthday party, the consequences are more catastrophic than either of
them could ever have imagined . . .

The Anomaly
by Herve Le Tellier

When Air France flight 006 departed from Paris, the route to New York was
just as it had always been. The skies were clear. The passengers were safe.
Everything was going to plan. Until the event that would change everything.
Amidst terrifying turbulence, the plane - somehow - was doubled. For every
one person on board that day, there were now two. A double with the same
body, the same mind, the same memories. When it's time for the doubles to
meet, they must confront their extraordinary fate. And only one thing is
certain: life as they know it, will never be the same.

The Italian Girl
by Anita Abriel

Rome, 1943: Marina Tozzi adores her father Vittorio and working together in
his art gallery is her only escape from the reality of the Nazi occupation. Not
only has Marina inherited her father’s passion for art but she is earning a
reputation as an expert in her own right. However, Vittorio is keeping a deadly
secret from his daughter. He has been hiding a Jewish artist in their
basement and one day Marina returns home to find her father has been
brutally murdered by a German officer. Devastated, Marina flees to Florence
to seek help from a man who owes Vittorio his life.
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New Fiction
Dead Horse Gap
by Lee Christine

When a light plane crashes at night in the midst of the New South Wales
Snowy Mountains, Sydney Homicide's Detective Sergeant Pierce Ryder and
Detective Constable Mitchell Flowers are sent to investigate what
immediately looks like foul play. As Ryder and Flowers investigate the crash
they uncover a generations-old feud between two local families. Could the
bitterness that has been carried through the years have anything to do with
the death of the pilot?

Moonlight and the Pearler's Daughter
by Lizzie Pook

As the pearling ships return to Bannin Bay after a long diving season, twenty-
year-old Eliza Brightwell nervously awaits the arrival of her father’s boat. But
when his lugger finally limps in, it brings with it a tale of tragedy: Charles
Brightwell, master pearler, has gone missing at sea. Immediately, whispers
from the townsfolk point to mutiny or murder, but headstrong Eliza knows her
father; she is sure he is still alive. As the Bay swelters under the heat of the
approaching wet season, it falls to Eliza to seek out the truth behind her
eccentric father’s disappearance.

The God of That Summer
by Ralf Rothmann

As the Second World War enters its final stages, millions in Germany are
forced from their homes by bombing, compelled to seek shelter in the
countryside where there are barely the resources to feed them. Twelve-year-
old Luisa, her mother, and her older sister Billie have escaped the
devastation of the city for the relative safety of a dairy farm. But even here the
power struggles of the war play out: the family depend on the goodwill of
Luisa’s brother-in-law, an SS officer, who in expectation of payment turns his
attention away from his wife and towards Billie. 
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New Fiction
Home and Other Hiding Places
by Jack Ellis

When eight-year-old Fin and his mum Lindy travel to spend Christmas with
his Gran in Sydney, Fin assumes they’ll return to their isolated country
property – the only home he’s ever known. But he soon discovers that this
large and crumbling riverside house, surrounded by bush and unwelcoming
neighbours, is his home now. As Lindy’s fragile emotions fracture under the
weight of Gran’s disapproval and the pressure of old memories, Fin holds
onto a tenderness of spirit and the simple clarity he has learnt from his
isolation on the farm – an insight that hasn’t yet been clouded by the secret
codes of adulthood.

The Overnight Guest
by Heather Gudenkauf

True crime writer Wylie Lark doesn't mind being snowed in at the isolated
farmhouse where she's retreated to write her new book. A cozy fire, complete
silence. It would be perfect, if not for the fact that decades earlier, at this very
house, two people were murdered in cold blood and a girl disappeared
without a trace. As the storm worsens, Wylie finds herself trapped inside the
house, haunted by the secrets contained within its walls - haunted by secrets
of her own. Then she discovers a small child in the snow just outside. How
long had the child been there? 

The Last House on the Street
by Diane Chamberlain

1965. A young white female student becomes involved in the fight for civil
rights in North Carolina, falling in love with one of her fellow activists, a Black
man, in a time and place where an interracial relationship must be hidden
from family, friends and especially the reemerging Ku Klux Klan. As tensions
rise in the town, she realises not everyone is who they appear to be. 2010. A
recently widowed architect moves into the home she and her late husband
designed, heartbroken that he will never cross the threshold. But when
disturbing things begin to happen, it's clear that someone is sending her a
warning. Who is trying to frighten her away, and why?
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New DVDs

The fate of mankind rests on the frail
shoulders of the 108-year-old Mother Abagail
and a handful of survivors. Their worst
nightmares are embodied in a man with a
lethal smile and unspeakable powers: Randall
Flagg, the Dark Man.

No Time To Die After We Fell

The Larkins:
Series One

Angela Black

Venom Let There
Be Carnage

The Hating Game The Equalizer:
Season One

The Card Counter

The Stand
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Latest Release Bestsellers
Again, Rachel
by Marian Keyes

Back in the long ago nineties, Rachel Walsh was a mess. But a spell in rehab
transformed everything. Life became very good, very quickly. These days,
Rachel has love, family, a great job as an addiction counsellor, she even
gardens. Her only bad habit is a fondness for expensive trainers. But with the
sudden reappearance of a man she'd once loved, her life wobbles. She'd
thought she was settled. Fixed forever. Is she about to discover that no
matter what our age, everything can change? Is it time to think again,
Rachel?

Dark Horse
by Greg Hurwitz

Having just survived an attack on his life Evan Smoak isn't interested in a
new mission. But one finds him anyway. Aragon Urrea is a major drug-
dealing kingpin in South Texas. But he's also a local patron - providing
legitimate employment, and a future to a people with little hope. However, for
all his money and power, when a vicious cartel kidnaps his daughter he is
helpless. Not only must Evan break into the fortress of a heavily armed,
deeply paranoid cartel leader - he must decide if he should help a very bad
man, no matter how just the cause.

Should I Tell You?
by Jill Mansell

Amber, Lachlan and Raffaele met as teenagers in the Cornish seaside home
of kind-hearted foster parents. Years on, the bond between them is
unbreakable. But Amber has a secret. She's in love with Lachlan. She can't
tell him, because that would never work - he's definitely not the settling-down
type. Surely it's better to keep him as a friend than to risk losing him for
good? Raffaele has his own dilemma. He had the dream girlfriend in Vee,
until it all went horribly wrong . . . and he still can't understand why. Is Vee
hiding something from him?
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Latest Release Bestsellers
City of the Dead
by Jonathan Kellerman

At 5am in the upscale neighbourhood of Westwood Village, two removal men
are making a routine pick-up when they make a fatal hit. It's a man - who
appeared from nowhere - naked and with no means of identification. Not long
after, a woman is found dead in a house nearby, which neighbours suspect to
be a brothel. Could the man have come from there? When LAPD homicide
lieutenant Milo Sturgis calls brilliant psychologist Alex Delaware is called to
the scene, the case gets even more complicated. Delaware has met the
woman before. She's a psychologist too.

Take Your Breath Away
by Linwood Barclay

One weekend, while Andrew Mason was on a fishing trip, his wife, Brie,
vanished without a trace. Most people assumed Andy had got away with
murder, but the police couldn’t build a strong case against him. For a while,
Andy hit rock bottom – he drank too much, was abandoned by his friends,
nearly lost his business and became a pariah in the place he had once called
home. Now, six years later, Andy has put his life back together. He’s sold the
house he shared with Brie and moved away for a fresh start. When he hears
his old house has been bulldozed and a new house built in its place, he’s not
bothered. He’s settled with a new partner, Jayne, and life is good.

Quicksilver
by Dean Koontz

Quinn Quicksilver was born a mystery abandoned at three days old on a
desert highway in Arizona. Raised in an orphanage, never knowing his
parents, Quinn had a happy if unexceptional life. Until the day of 'strange
magnetism.' It compelled him to drive out to the middle of nowhere. It helped
him find a coin worth a lot of money. And it practically saved his life when two
government agents showed up in the diner in pursuit of him. Now Quinn is on
the run from those agents and who knows what else, fleeing for his life. 

March 2022



New Items List

Latest Release Bestsellers
Abandoned in Death
by J. D. Robb

Three young women have gone missing. They're all pretty, mid-twenties -
someone clearly has a type. But no one links their disappearances until the
first - Lauren Elder - is found lying peacefully on a bench in a children's
playground. She is neatly dressed with a wide black velvet ribbon covering
where her neck has been precisely slit. Her hands are folded over a childish
sign on which is written in black crayon - Bad Mommy. Lt Eve Dallas and her
team are brought in to investigate Lauren's murder and uncover the links to
the other two women. Can they find out enough about the missing women
and unmask their captor before they kill again....?

Love Marriage
by Monica Ali

Yasmin Ghorami has a lot to be grateful for: a loving family, a fledgling career
in medicine, and a charming, handsome fiancee, fellow doctor Joe Sangster.
But as the wedding day draws closer and Yasmin's parents get to know Joe's
firebrand feminist mother, both families must confront the unravelling of long-
held secrets, lies and betrayals. As Yasmin dismantles her own assumptions
about the people she holds most dear, she's also forced to ask herself what
she really wants in a relationship and what a 'love marriage' actually means.

The Couple at the Table
by Sophie Hannah

You're on your honeymoon at an exclusive couples-only resort. You receive a
note warning you to 'Beware of the couple at the table nearest to yours'. At
dinner that night, five other couples are present, and none of their tables is
any nearer or further away than any of the others. It's as if someone has set
the scene in order to make the warning note meaningless - but why would
anyone do that? You have no idea. You also don't know that you're about to
be murdered, or that once you're dead, all the evidence will suggest that no
one there that night could possibly have committed the crime. So who might
be trying to warn you? And who might be about to commit the perfect
impossible murder?
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Non-Fiction
The Dreaming Path
by Dr Paul Callaghan

The Dreaming Path ensures our life journey is one of fulfilment. The path has
always been there, but in the modern world it can be hard to find. There are
so many demands on us - family, health, bills, a mortgage, a career - that it
can be hard to remember what's most important: you. It's time to reconnect
with your story and make it the best story possible. Through conversations,
exercises, Dreamtime stories and key messages, Paul Callaghan and Uncle
Paul Gordon will share knowledge that reveals the power of Aboriginal
spirituality as a profound source of contentment and wellbeing for anyone
willing to listen. This ancient wisdom is just as relevant today as it ever was.

Making Australian History
by Anna Clark

A few years ago Anna Clark saw a series of paintings on a sandstone cliff
face in the Northern Territory. There were characteristic crosshatched images
of fat barramundi and turtles, as well as sprayed handprints and several
human figures with spears. Next to them was a long gun, painted with white
ochre, an unmistakable image of the colonisers. Was this an Indigenous
rendering of contact? A work of history? Each piece of history has a message
and context that depends on who wrote it and when.

The Eat Real Diet

Veg lovers rejoice! The Eat Real Diet is our new all-in-one cookbook and
meal planner you can turn to every single day. It's designed to make healthy
eating as easy as it can be for wherever you are on your healthy eating
journey. Every one of the 100 plus vegetarian or plant-based recipes has
been calorie counted for you. We've also included easy meal plans so you
can eat real your way.
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Non-Fiction
The Green Planet
by Simon Barnes

Plants live secret, unseen lives - hidden in their magical world and on their
timescale. From the richest jungles to the harshest deserts, from the snowiest
alpine forest to the remotest steaming swamp, Green Planet travels from one
great habitat to the next, showing us that plants are as aggressive,
competitive and dramatic as the animals on our planet. You will discover
agents of death, who ruthlessly engulf their host plant, but also those that
form deep and complex relationships with other species, such as the desert
cacti who use nectar-loving bats to pollinate. 

The Very Easy Guide to Cable Knitting
by Lynne Watterson

This very easy guide opens up the wonderful world of twisted stitches to
knitters of any ability, even complete beginners. It is an indispensable
introduction to all kinds of stitches, from simple mock cables to intricate
bobble-textured plaits, for both cable panels, accents, and all-over repeats.
Learn the basic techniques and practise the stitches with clear instructions
and step-by step photos - then use your skills to make 13 specially designed
projects, from giant-cable throws that stitch up quickly on large needles, to
snuggly hats and scarves and more adventurous accessories and home
comforts. 

Home in the World
by Amartya Sen
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Where is 'home'? For Amartya Sen home has been many places - Dhaka in
modern Bangladesh where he grew up, the village of Santiniketan where he
was raised by his grandparents as much as by his parents, Calcutta where he
first studied economics and was active in student movements, and Trinity
College, Cambridge, to which he came aged nineteen. Sen brilliantly
recreates the atmosphere in each of these. Central to his formation was the
intellectually liberating school in Santiniketan founded by Rabindranath
Tagore (who gave him his name Amartya) and enticing conversations in the
famous Coffee House on College Street in Calcutta.



New Items List

Non-Fiction
Yoga Happy
by Hannah Barrett

A fantastic collection of nutritious, healthy wholefood vegetarian recipes that
will bring more plants to your plate helping to create a more sustainable
planet by doing so. 

Nourished by Nature *Local Author*
by Pandora Colledge

Yoga Happy is an essential companion to help you through life, whether
you're a complete yoga beginner or wanting to deepen your home practice. In
this beautiful, full-color book you will find everything you need to build your
inner strength and resilience, enhance your yoga practice, and help you find
calm, happiness and the resilience to navigate the modern world. Written by
yoga and meditation teacher Hannah Barrett, who has helped hundreds of
thousands of people both online and through her workshops and classes,
Yoga Happy encourages you to incorporate key disciplines, thoughts and
actions into your everyday life.

Vantastic
by Kate Ulman
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Pack down and hitch up, it’s time for the freedom of the road with Vantastic,
your guide to life with a van or RV! Start by learning to speak van, as Kate
helps you to choose the perfect van or RV, as well as ways to retrofit a
second-hand van to suit your purposes. Then dive into planning your
itinerary, checklists, cute ways to 'dress' your van, and how to pack and hitch
up. And then, when you’re ready to go, take note of essential #vanlife know-
how including budgeting and sustainable travel advice, and handy apps. This
guide also covers van-friendly recipes (including many vegan dishes), craft
projects, fun family activities and mindfulness on the road, tips and tricks, and
roadside tales.



New Items List

Non-Fiction
100 Poets: A Little Anthology
by John Carey

A poem seems a fragile thing. Change a word and it is broken. But poems
outlive empires and survive the devastation of conquests. Celebrated author
John Carey here presents a uniquely valuable anthology of verse based on a
simple principle: select the one-hundred greatest poets from across the
centuries, and then choose their finest poems. Ranging from Homer and
Sappho to Donne and Milton, Plath and Angelou, this is a delightful and
accessible introduction to the very best that poetry can offer. 

Keto-Licious
by The Australian Women's Weekly

By now, you've heard of (and probably have a least one friend on) the Keto
diet. What it is a low-carb, high-fat diet which encourages your body to burn
fat for energy. On a Keto diet, you'll be saying goodbye to carb-loaded bread
and pasta, plus many fruits, grains and starchy vegetables. You may be
thinking, "What does that actually leave me to eat?" That's where our
ingenious and delicious recipes come in. With recipes for breakfast, lunch
and dinner, as well as sweet and savoury snack options, everything you eat
will be keto-licious!

George III
by Andrew Roberts

George III, Britain's longest-reigning king, has gone down in history as 'the
cruellest tyrant of this age' (Thomas Paine, eighteenth century), 'a sovereign
who inflicted more profound and enduring injuries upon this country than any
other modern English king' (W.E.H. Lecky, nineteenth century), 'one of
England's most disastrous kings' (J.H. Plumb, twentieth century) and as the
pompous monarch of the musical Hamilton (twenty-first century). Andrew
Roberts's magnificent new biography takes entirely the opposite view. It
portrays George as intelligent, benevolent, scrupulously devoted to the
constitution of his country and (as head of government as well as head of
state) navigating the turbulence of eighteenth-century politics with a strong
sense of honour and duty.
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Stella Prize Longlist 2022

In this collection of deeply insightful and
powerful essays, Chelsea Watego examines
the ongoing and daily racism faced by First
Nations peoples in so-called Australia.

Bodies of Light
by Jennifer Down

Take Care
 by Eunice Andrada

She is Haunted
by Paige Clark

Permafrost
by S. J. Norman

Homecoming
by Elfie Shiosaki

Bila
Yarrudhanggalan-

gdhuray
by Anita Heiss

Coming of Age in
the War on Terror
by Randa Abdel-

Fattah

Drop Bear
by Evelyn Araluen

Another Day in the Colony
by Chelsea Watego
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What Staff Are Reading
Jann is reading 
All My Mothers by Joanna Glen

Between her emotionally absent mother and her physically absent father,
there is nobody to answer them. Eva is convinced that all is not as it seems.
Why are there no baby pictures of her? Why do her parents avoid all
questions about her early years? When her parents’ relationship crumbles,
Eva begins a journey to find these answers for herself. Her desire to discover
where she belongs leads Eva on a journey spanning decades and continents
– and, along the way, she meets women who challenge her idea of what a
mother should be, and who will change her life forever…

Cathy is reading 
Banquet by Debi Marshall

In this definitive expose, Walkley-award winning journalist Debi Marshall turns
her investigative blowtorch to the shocking Adelaide Family murders and to
secrets long hidden in the City of Corpses. This chilling account begins with
the liberalisation of South Australia under the premiership of Don Dunstan
and demands answers to decades-old questions. Who were the Family
killers? Why are suppression orders still protecting suspects four decades
later? Why do some of these serial killings remain unsolved? Only one
suspect, Bevan Spencer Von Einem, has been charged and convicted.

Shana is reading 
Saltwater in the Blood by Easkey Britton

This is an incredibly inspiring exploration of the sea’s role in the wellness of
people and the planet, beautifully written by Easkey Britton – surfer, scientist
and social activist. She offers a powerful female perspective on the sea and
surfing, explaining what it’s like to be a woman in a man’s world and how she
promoted the sport to women in Iran, surfing while wearing a hijab. She
speaks of the undiscussed taboo around entering the water while
menstruating – and of how she has come to celebrate her own bodily cycles.
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What Staff Are Reading
Simone is reading 
We Begin at the End by Christ Whittaker

Thirty years ago, Vincent King became a killer. Now, he's been released from
prison and is back in his hometown of Cape Haven, California. Not everyone
is pleased to see him. Like Star Radley, his ex-girlfriend, and sister of the girl
he killed. Duchess Radley, Star's thirteen-year-old daughter, is part-carer,
part-protector to her younger brother, Robin - and to her deeply troubled
mother. But in trying to protect Star, Duchess inadvertently sets off a chain of
events that will have tragic consequences not only for her family, but also the
whole town. Murder, revenge, retribution. How far can we run from the past,
when the past seems doomed to repeat itself?

Micah is watching 1917 (DVD)

At the height of the First World War, two young British soldiers, Schofield
(Captain Fantastic’s George MacKay) and Blake (Game of Thrones’ Dean-
Charles Chapman) are given a seemingly impossible mission. In a race
against time, they must cross enemy territory and deliver a message that will
stop a deadly attack on hundreds of soldiers—Blake’s own brother among
them.

Lulu is reading
Ciao Bella! by Kate Langbroek

When Kate Langbroek first dreamed of moving to Italy, she imagined a
magnificent sun-drenched pastiche of long lunches and wandering through
cobbled laneways clutching a loaf of crusty bread and a bottle of wine, Sophia
Loren-style, while handsome men called out ‘Ciao Bella!’ In the stark light of
day the dream Kate shared with her husband Peter after an idyllic holiday in
Italy seemed like madness. They didn’t speak Italian. They knew no one in
Italy. They had four children. Kate also had the best job in the world on a top-
rating radio show with her longtime friend, Dave Hughes. But the siren song
of Italy was irresistible.
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What Staff Are Reading

Claire is reading
The Last Library by Freya Sampson

Library assistant June knows a lot about the regulars at Chalcot Library, yet
they know very little about her. When her mum - the beloved local librarian -
passed away eight years ago, June stepped into her shoes. But despite their
shared love of books, shy June has never felt she can live up to the village's
memory of her mum. Instead, she's retreated into herself and her memories,
surviving on Chinese takeaways-for-one and rereading their favourite books
at home. When the library is threatened with closure, a ragtag band of
eccentric locals establish the Friends of Chalcot Library campaign.

Wendy is reading
The Essential New York Times Cookbook by Amanda Hesser

Ten years after the phenomenal success of her once-in-ageneration
cookbook, former New York Times food editor Amanda Hesser returns with
an updated edition for a new wave of home cooks. Devoted Times
subscribers as well as newcomers to the paper's culinary mother lode will find
dozens of recipes to treasure: Purple Plum Torte, David Eyre's Pancake,
Pamela Sherrid's Summer Pasta, and a host of other classics, from 1940s
Caesar Salad and 1960s flourless chocolate cake (Evelyn Sharpe's French
Chocolate Cake) to today's No-Knead Bread and Giant Crinkled Chocolate
Chip Cookies. 

Amanda is reading
Underwater Wild by Craig Foster & Ross Frylinck

From the creators of the Academy Award–winning documentary My Octopus
Teacher, featuring an introduction by Jane Goodall. An immersive journey
into the underwater world that holds transformative lessons for us all. Craig
Foster and Ross Frylinck regularly dive together in the awe-inspiring kelp
forests off South Africa, without wetsuits or oxygen tanks. Craig had dived
this way for years, including alongside the octopus that inspired My Octopus
Teacher. In Ross, he found a kindred spirit, someone who also embraced the
ancient methods of acclimating his body to frigid waters, but whose eyes had
not yet adjusted to the transcendent wonder Craig saw each time they dove. 
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